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. FOIAb3b

] Everythjng was
Fleming's ‘way, everyone was -
- becoming interested in James |.
Bond-—cven John Fitzgerald
‘Kennedy. It was during this
' splmg of 1960 that the two.
i/ ‘men-met:.a casual encounter.
. but one which was to play its -|
part in the strange and som-
ber . story of Ian Flemmgs .
A last years. - .
£ » When Fleming went to see |
i ‘hlS friend Mrs. Marion “Oat-
s gle” Leiter on Sunday, March
- 13, she mentioned that she was ' |
: dmmgr with the Kennedys

’

her house she was driving
Fleming through Georgetown.
! when she spotted the Ken-
.~ nedys strolling along P Street.
. She asked them if she could
bring a visitor to dmner with
o_ them that.evening. . |
“Who's that?” asked Ken- {v/
- nedy politely. 5

" nedy.”

. for a moment and said ‘as
" they shook hands, “Jamss

means—do please come.” ;
There were seven for din-. i

r

. mg Mrs. Leiter and Ian Flem- s
;ng, -journalist Joseph Alsop,'
- a man from’ the CIA, Joh

.+ 'During dinner the alk
largely concerned
_ the more arcane aspects of |
" American politics and Flem-
‘ing was attenixve but sub-v’
- dued. But with the coffee and .
‘the entrance of Castro into ;

the conversation he mte1-.:
vened in his most engaging '

style, Cuba was already high i
on the headache list of Wash« ;
ington politiciang, and anoth—’,
or of those what's-to-bé-done !
conversations - began to de-

velop.

Flcml

theme that the United States
was xpakmg a_ltggle_ther ~too]

[ ,,_-_x..,_...__..a

going ;

R

that evening. After lunch at v

.*  She introduced them, “Mr."ﬂ
Jan Fleming — Senator Ken- |.

Kennedy studied. Flemmg‘-'

- 9, Using,
¢ 'Bond? But, of course, by all b

I ner at the Kennedy's house‘,i
that evemng, the guests ‘he- 1.~
.¢* painter William Wallon, an '
Bross, . \.,

itself with ",

were building himi up into ﬂ‘
world figure, inflating him fn-}
“stead of deflatng him. Itwould’ % that radioactivity is held
: be perfectly simple to applv'. i . longest in beards; and that
one or two ideas which woulds - +“radioactivity ‘makes men
take all the steam out of ther ¥ impotent.. As a conse-
“Cuban. 1" squence the Cubans would
- Kennedy studied the hand-; " chave off their bedrds, and
; pome Englishman, -rather* as! without bearded Cubans -
"puzzled admirals used: toi:'. - there would ‘be no rev- .
'study }umh Was he an_ oddbatlhi=n olution. . ‘
. or - something  more? " . . - He kept his oot on ) the ped-: -
- ideas had Mr.. Flemmg m', al for ten minutes, and it was

ind? reat success,

“Ridicule, _ chigfly,” "“d: - %arly sbhc:efgllowing morn-
Fleming. And with immense!. jng Fleming left Washington .
seriousness and confidence he.-_ for New York, but the eve-
developed a spoof proposal for‘ ning at the Kennedys was to |
giving Castro the James Bqnd

treatment. There - were, he' -

"'mosphere over the island '
* had become ‘radioactive;

.. said, three things which really . %‘cll;r}x)ltmg}llfgé lz?t }X)llllén agtflt_'
‘ . -mattered to the Cubanst Jes head of'the 'CIA, tele- -
"' money, . rellswm and  seX. ' phoned Henry Brandon, Lon-
Therefore

“don + Sunday. Times corre-

* 1. The United States_should " zpondent and friend of. Flem-

-j' send planes to scatter Cu- ;. ~ing. Already he had heard of

. ban money over Havana, i} cocret weapon for demol-

. ‘accompanying it with leaf-" johing Castro and regretted

S E:tshsﬁ?\guégn}tgi;gn:saﬁi -that hc wasn't able tp hear’

" the United States. i :(l;out I‘lcr.nmgs ideas in per-.

the ~ Guantaname; ':  Rut the most im

‘ 4 portant re-
base, the United Staten sult 'of the- evening was to

‘ ¢tome some,months later; for -

- should conjure up somg;’
religious - manifesfation,
f' . say a cross of sorts, n ths v
oty e wold foduct’ o mporan fo and tht

‘- stantly skyward.  ‘the Kennedys hhad, be

3. The United States. shoulé Lo “‘““’“"“ ‘““*“ il A X
' gend planes over . Cubi .
dropping pamphlets, wit):
" the compliments of ti):
. 'Soviet Union, to.the eff¥ . s
‘that owing to :Amef%.&T: oo Lo e
ntom-bomb tests i ats : o

. \1\17‘

,\
l\: { -

o

the time bemg it was enough
‘that Fleming had recruited his”

en . in-';.'..

tr:gued by the mystique

‘which was already beginning

_to surround him. )

From then on Flernmg
_ maintained his - connection ,
.with the family, sending suit- '

. ably inscribed copies of his’
" books to Kennedy himself, to
‘Robert Kennedy, and to their -

sister, Mrs. Eunice Shriver,
- (‘I wish someone else could
read it also,’
edged card written to Fleming

in the Spring of 1064 by the !

.Attorney General of the U8,
Robert Kennedy,
him for

the new . President would

“Kennedy,” says Brandon,
“was fascinated by the line

~ diving Ian's real life from the '
.. fantasy life that went into his’
books, He often asked me how
such an intelligent, mature,

urbane sort of man could

"“have such an element of odd I

imagmmg in his make—up
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said a black-:

thankmg :
“You . Only Live’

have its own hilarious post- Twice.”) At the White House -

of ':

Jahn |
1964 Jo hn;

P

. someiimes ask Brandon. for
* news of Ian Fleming.




